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EDITORIAL NOTES. 





Next week every member of the profession whose 
name and correct address appears upon the Register 
will receive the official voting paper enabling him 
to take part in the election of members of council. 
Any practitioner who does not receive his paper by 
Wednesday, or Thursday at latest, should write to 
the Secretary for one. In all cases where men have 
changed their address within the last twelve 
months itamediate notice of such change should be 
sent to the Secretary, who may thus be saved much 
trouble. No man is compelled tv vote; but no man 
does his duty to the Corporation of which he forms 
a part who neglects. in a crisis like the present, to 
help to return the men who best represent him. 
Never before has it been so necessary that every 
member should mark his voting paper. Every vote 
counts, and the number gained is the only official 
indication of the wishes of the profession. A clear, 
distinct majority can enforce their wishes in all 
matters now provided for in our Charters, but if we 
require reforms which can only be given by a New 
Charter, our wishes must be evidenced by an over- 
whelming majority. A New Charter can only be 
obtained by the consent of the Privy Council, and 
that judicial body will not grant powers to a pro- 
fession unless a large majority are in favour of 
alteration, Returning the six candidates pledged to 
reform by a thumping majority is the only way to 
indicate beyond mistake the earnest desire of the 
profession. Every vote for the candidates who 
have not promised assistance is a positive loss to the 
good cause of the majority, and may be the means 
of prolonging for another year an agitation which 
would be an evil if it were not a necessity. 





In our continuation of the report of the last quar- 
terly meeting of Council will be found much mat- 
ter of interest. Every thoughtful member will do 
well to read and inwardly digest it. The bulk of 
the proceedings had relation to examiners and exa- 
minations—subjects of as great importance as any 
which can occupy the consideration of Council. 

ne very remarkable fact was brought out inciden- 
tally, viz., that the method of examining students 
and the time to be occupied is not provided for by 


any rule, either in the Charter or by-laws. The 

control and guidance of the Council ceases with the 
selection of subjects fur examination, and the 
*ppointment of examiners. No report of their 

ro 's required from the examiners—merely a list 

aie, men who have passed with or without 
Credit ” or « Great Credit.” 


It has often been pointed out that the ‘ Ninth 
Clause,” acted injuriously by limiting the choice of 
Examiners and Councilmen to one-fifteenth of the 
profession. It has as often been asserted that the 
“ glorified fifteenth” (vulgo, Fellows) contained all 
the best men and offered a bountiful choice either 
for Examiners or Councilmen. A rude shock has 
now been given to all the pessimists, and the Coun- 
cil has shewn that every word spoken by the reform 
party is true. At last meeting an Examiner was 
required for the ‘ Practical Cattle Table ;”’ no less 
than six good men were nominated for the post, and 
and not one was a member of Council. Two Ex- 
aminers were were required for the ~* Practical 
Horse Table;” again six were nominated, and 
not one was a member of Council. Does not 
this settle positively any doubt as to the necessity 
of the dual appointment? Can it again be said that 
we cannot find outside of the Council plenty of men 
thoroughly fitted to act as Examiners ? 

Perhaps the most remarkable performance of 

the Council was the election by the Council 
of Mr. Duck, A.V.D., as an examiner. This gen- 
tleman by universal consent is acknowledged 
to be a first-class selection—he is not a Fel- 
low. To find the best man the Council have 
been forced to go to the Members and thus to 
practically demonstrate that the ‘ Ninth Clause’ is 
an obstacle to progress, and an interference with the 
natural law of the selection of the fittest. Mr. Duck, 
by existing law, is unable to act in the office to 
which he has been elected, but fortunately he is 
willing to pass the ordeal demanded, and by great 
good luck it chances that an examination for the 
Fellowship will be held prior to the Students’ Ex- 
amination. Had no examination been available or 
had Mr. Duck declined to present himself, the pro- 
fession would have been debarred from the advan- 
tage of his abilities. Surely the “ Ninth Clause” 
has now received its death blow from the Council, 
and surely the ‘dual appointment” has received a 
wound from the same hand from which it can never 
recover. The ignorance of the Council is in this 
case the salvation of the profession, and if “coming 
events cast their shadows before” we may accept 
the election of Mr. Duck as an omen of success for 
those six candidates whose joint-circular approves 
the principles our Council rejects in words but ac- 
cepts in practice. 
By an omission of our reporter Mr. H. Kidd’s 
name did not appear in the list of members attend- 
ing last Council meeting, no member‘is more regular 
in attendance than Mr, Kidd. and we much regret 
the mistake. 
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At the last Council meeting letters were read 
from Sir Henry Simpson and Mr. Cartledge resign- 
ing their appointments as Examiners. The gentle- 
men acted in the section known as “ practical horse 
pathology.” Their resignation followed close upon 
a meeting of Council at which very strong stric- 
tures were passed upon graduates who, after gaining 
the diploma, were found by the Army Examiners to 
be lamentably wanting in practical knowledge. 
We pointed out at the time that these strictures, 
which were verified by Dr. Fleming, Mr. Walters, 
and the Principal Veterinary Surgeon to the Forces, 
were very serious, and that they left us on the horas 
of a dilemma—either our practical examinations 
were defective or the Army examinations were too 
stringent. When the members of that section of 
the Board of Examiners which was directly impli- 
cated resigned we were not much surprised, and we 
heard no voice in the profession that sought for fur- 
ther explanation. The resignation was looked upon 
as a protest, and it was expected that the Council 
with its usual good nature would pass a vote of con- 
fidence, ask the offended examiners to withdraw 
their resignation, and that we should then go on 
again in the peaceful old way. 

For some reason or other Sir Henry Simpson took 
quite a different line. By permission of the Presi- 
dent he was allowed to offer an explanation with 
regard to his letter of resignation. His explanation 
resolved itself into an attack upon those who have 
opposed “ the dual appointment ”—an attack which 
for perversion of fact and confusion of argument 
we have never seen equalled. His speech—-apparently 
carefully prepared—is most instructive. He told 
the Council his reason for accepting the office of 
examiner. It is funny, but very characteristic. He 
thought “that I should be adding dignity to my 
position,” but he soon found “very determined 
efforts to lower the dignity of the office.” We may 
just note here that no resignation was received from 
any other section of the Examining Board, save 
that connected with ‘‘ pratical horse pathology.” 

Sir Henry then went on to complain of the insults 
offered him. He named a number of late members 
of the Board of examiners and asked in heroic tones 
“can you imaginesuch men being branded as servants ” 
and he informed the Council that “the stamp of the 
hireling never did rest upon me and I do not intend 
that it shalldo.” This rather high-pitched declama- 
tion might have had more effect had not the speaker 
only a moment before said ‘ we are told we are the 
servants of this Corporation; I entirely agree with 
that.” He characterised a request that had been made at 
a previous meeting of Council—that the Examiners 
should make a report of their proceedings—as “a 
piece of impertiment interference ” and this notwith- 
standing that a formal notice signed by its proposer 
to alter a Bye-law with that intent was suspended in 
the room. To show his consistency in the attack, 
he had just previously said “the examiners wili be 
only too pleased I am sure to make any report which 
the Council asks for.” 

The whole speech will be found on another page, 
and is altogether a brilliant illustration of the old 
adage “‘ that speech was given to man to enable him 
to conceal his thoughts.” 


CASES AND ARTICLES. 


Tue Vascutar System as A MECHANISM or Hy- 

DRAULIC PROTECTION AND Support, WITH ConrrI- 

BUTIONS TO THE PuysioLocy anp Hisro.ocy or 
THE Horse’s Foor. 


By T. F. Macponatp, M.B., C.M. 


Read before the Royal Veterinary College Medical 
Society, March 1891. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I have the honour to read a short criticism upon 
the vascular system as a mechanism of protection 
and support in the animal economy and secondly to 
illustrate the importance of a recognition of this 
law by aconsideration of the hydrostatic arrange- 
ments of the horse’s foot. 

Last year my attention was directed to this ques- 
tion by considering the wonderful invention of 
my friend Mr. Wm. Smith, M. Inst CE. 
whereby he is able to demonstrate the possibility of 
carrying large ships overland in perfect safety by 
means of hydraulic cushions and compound cars. 

The question presented to my mind was this :— 

How does Nature in the kingdom of organisation 
solve the difficult problem of carrying great weight 
when the elements at her disposal for doing so are 
of the utmost delicacy ? 

Accordingly I turned to the animal and vegetable 
world for information, and everywhere I thought | 
could discern the working of an universal law of hy- 
drostatic or hydraulic protection :— the brain float- 
ing upon the cerebro-spinal fluid and blood-vessels 
is protected thereby from the direct effects of fric- 
tion and concussion, as by fluid contiguity in cells 
and bloodvessels, waves of concussion and pressure 
are transmitted through the organ, and the delicate 
structures are consequently thus saved from injury ; 
the spinal cord surrounded by its peexus of veins 1s 
protected in a like manner; the eye; indeed every 
organ and tissue—even every cell—would seem to 
owe their very existence to the protection derived 
from hydraulic contiguity. Thus I have been led 
to consider the vascular system—veins, arteries and 
capillaries in the light of a compound hydraulic 
cushion interpenetrating with the tissues and gIv- 
ing mutual support all round. 

The truth of this view, I think, is very obvious, 
and you have only to consider the dense network of 
capillaries in the brain, liver, muscles and kidneys, 
&c., having in mind the fact that liquids are almost 
incompressible, to at once arrive at the conclusion 
that each little capillary must play the part of a 
blood cushion. 

It is strange that while there has been perpett® 
research intu the chemistry and vital properses 
the blood that this physical function, which must 
apparent to you as one of universal importance, 
should have been entirely overluoked. 

I may wention that I read a paper 
physiological section of the Internation 


before the 
al Med ical 





Congress last year stating this view. Professors 
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Dubois, Raymond and Chareauand Munk were present, 
and my contention was accepted by Prof. Gad of 
Berlin, in a preliminary overhauling of my paper in 
the laboratory of the University. 

I consider that nowhere does the law of hydraulic 
protection play a more important part than in the 
horse’s foot, where two very destructive forces have 
to be neutralised, viz: great pressure suddenly ap- 
plied, and concussion. 

I need not describe the blood supply and distri- 
bution of the foot, but I will ask you just to bear in 
miud that the whole internal foot (so to speak) is 
covered with papillary tissue, and thus we find pa- 
pille over coronary cushion, down the lamine and 
upon the sole, so that the hoof is everywhere in con- 
tact with a very bighly vascular membrane. The 
lateral cartilages act the part of safety valves to the 
foot by allowing blood-vessels safe passage—from 
crushing—through the coronary cushion. 

Again I would ask you to remember that the 
coronary cushion passes backwards and downwards 
circling the the pedal joint like a ring, and that it 
blends with the plantar cushion below; and further 
that both plantar and coronary cushions are fibro- 
vascular in nature 

Weight transmitted down the leg is ultimately 
received on the centre of the plantar cushion through 
the pedal bone and navicular, and perforans tendon : 
but as the cushion is wedge-shaped, directed for- 
ward and must present considerable resistance on 
account of its fibrous nature, supported by the frog 
and sole, and by the hydrostatic resistance of the 
blood within its bloodvessels, the resultant of forces 
is to drive the pedal bone forward and downward— 
to this movement I attribute the formation of the 
angle of the hoof-wall as a forward and downward 
movement requires a backward and upward resis- 
tance, a service which is faithfully rendered by the 
fore part of the hoof. 

But what saves the delicate tissues, papilla, cells, 
and blood vessels from destruction by crushing be- 
tween two such hard structures as the pedal bone and 
horn? Is is not the hydrostatic resistance of the 
<ells and of the blood in the vessels and capillaries ? 
Each cell is a little globe of fluid or semi-fluid mat- 
ter, and supporting each other by millions, assisted 
by the capillaries, the pressure is transmitted through 
them and thus they are saved from the very slightest 
injury, just as the weight of a ship in the water 
does not affect the little fishes below, for the weight 
is transmitted down to the bottom by the water, or 
diffused all round, and if pressure pass through the 
body of the fish it will be sustained by the fluids 
which make up the organism :—the same criticism 
Applies to concussion, for the fluid in cells and blood- 
— will receive and disperse all vibrations. 

ote what effect water has in protecting freshly-cut 
microscopic sections. No additional pressure to the 
fluid will Injure the sections. 

mi But while fluid is incompressible it is still subject 
i Peer pens and so increased weight means increase 
uid pressure ; fluid pressure argues papillary 
ragge:: and this, papillary activity and produc- 
“a thus the papille are constantly under the 
'P, 48 1f were—so much work for so much weight 





neither more ner less—and in instance of the truth 
of this observation note the atrophy of foot during 
prolonged rest, and hypertrophy during increased 
work. 

There is still an important point to discuss, viz: 
the distribution of weight tothe different parts of 
the foot, for we are called upon to explain the fac- 
tors in natural philosophy which go to produce the 
beautiful symmetry found to obtain in the healthy 
organ. 

Let us go back then to the point where the weight 
is received upon the centre of the plantar cushion, 
through navicular and perforans tendon: this is the 
centre of a triangle of forces—one running up the 
coronary cushion—one already followed forward and 
downwards and the last goes to the heels. All three 
forces give an equal stimulus to papillary growth A, 
B,andC. A by producing swelling and pressure 
of coronary cushion gives stimulation to the coro- 
nary papille which gives growth of outer layer of 
wall; B, going to the lamingz give pressure to the 
laminar papille ; and C gives development in same 
manner to frog and heels. Compensation in 
density and size is to be observed in the horn 
produced at the different places, thus can be noted 
a large growth of soft horn at the heels and frog, 
dense horn from the coronary cushion, and great sur- 
face distribution of comparatively soft tissue in the 
laminar distribution. 

But we must not so hastily pass over this action of 
swelling up ofthe coronary cushion, for here is dis- 
played a mechanism quite unique in the animal 
kingdom, viz: an hydraulic ligament ; for it is to be 
argued that pressure on the plantar cushion will 
give expression of blood from that organ, and fol- 
lowing the line of least resistance it will rush up 
the coronary cushion and thus produce pressure and 
swelling there; now as this cushion surrounds the 
joint , and as swelling of the ring will mean leasen- 
ing of its calibre, the joint must be gripped; and 
here, if my view be correct, we find an automatic 
hydraulic ligament, acting at the exact moment when 
wanted, to support an otherwise weak joint. Note: 
The coronary cushion by swelling up in the cuti- 
geral groove must impede the escape of blood up- 
wards from the iaminar plexus and so assist in the 
conservation of resistance of the blood to the pres- 
sure derived from weight of animal. 

It may be concluded, | think, that when weight 
is acting in the foot the resistance manifested by 
the hard structures will cause the blood, to a defi- 
nite extent, to be expressed from the points of ulti- 
mate bearing—as can be observed by pressing one’s 
finger nail. Now ifwe imagine a capillary as di- 
viding two series of tissue cells, it follows that when 
the blood is driven out of that capillary those two 
series of cells will be approximated and will sustain 
each other although the empty capillary walls will 
lie between them. When again the weight is re- 
moved, blood will again flow into the capillary 
and be ready once more to play the part of fluid 
resistance to the weight, and the cells are thus pro- 
tected by the hydrostatic action of the blood from 
the sudden action of pressure, which might rupture 


them, whereas comparatively speaking gradual pres- 
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sure prepares them for united resistance. Were it 
not for this action of the blood—which in the first 
place equally diffuses the pressure, thus bringing all 
the cells into resistance at once—some of them 
would be called upon to sustain an undue propor- 
tion of weight which would end in their des- 
truction. 

Therefore I maintain were it not for the action of 
the blood in distributing pressure and concussion all 
round, and by gradually withdrawing and thus 
bringing opposing cells into mutual support uni- 
versally throughout the structure, that the horse’s 
foot as it now exists in health would bean utter im- 
possibility. 

Moreover it is obvious that when the foot is under 
pressure less blood will be within its blood-vessels, 
and that when pressure is removed they will re-fill, 
but wil! Le re-filled from the arteries and not 
from the veins? and thus we find the foot playing 
the part of a force-pump to the circulation. 

In the light of the above remarks our suspicions 
are directed towards disturbance in the physical re- 
lations of the blood in the foot as a chief cause of 
Laminitis in the horse, and of corns inman. Cold, 
perhaps, long continued to the foot may often pro- 
duce contraction of the capillaries and small vessels, 
and rupture of tissue cells and friction are to be ar- 
gued—reacting by congestion and inflammation, «r 
again over-action of the foot may end in paralysis 
of the vasomotor nerves of its blood-vessels, and hy- 
peremia resulting may run rapidly on to inflamma- 
tion ; tight bandaging again may act deleteriously 
upon the blood supply, and the occasional occurrence 
of laminitis in pneumonia and allied diseases may 
be perhaps attributed to a general weakening of 
the circulation, and this view may, I think. be 
held until some enterprising aspirant to fame 
may delight us with a discovery of the pneumo- 
coccus in the laminar papille. 


Histotocy Norss. 


After the student’s research laboratory was 
opened by the kind permission of Principal Brown 
I was led to undertake a short research into the 
histology of the hoof in order to try and satisfy my- 
self, if possible, upon the disputed point as to whether 
there exist in the horse’s foot a second series of 
laminar plates as described by Dr. Fleming under 
the name of Lamella 

Professor Shave is the chief opponent of Mr. 
Fleming’s views, and he has all along maintained 
that lamelle do not exist. 

The truth seems to lie in a compromise, and it is 
my pleasant privilege to be able to demonstrate that 
it is quite possible for both views to be correct, al- 
though, at first sight, I admit this sounds rather 
like a contradiction. : 

In the embryo foot I have, like Prof. Shave. utterly 
failed to bring to light the lamelle, although I 
recognise structures which I name horn glands, for 
all appearance seem to point to the fact that horn 
exists in two conditions in the foot, ordinary 
horn and a_ semi-fluid condition secreted in 
epithelial cells lining a series of glands along 
the laminar papille: this latter form of horn 





is unstainable by picro carmine or any of the stains. 
I have tried—logwood methyl stains, and fuchsine, 
&c., but strange to say in a specimen of mild chronic 
laminitis not only is it possible to stain the la. 
mellz into view, but there appears also a tertiary 
branching which might be considered in the light 
of lamelline, but in my opinion it is more correct 
to look upon this terminology as altogether wrong, 
and rather to consider the structures in view as 
a development of secreting epithelial membrane 
into tubular glands. 

The truth remains, nevertheless, that in speci- 
mens prepared in {pico-carmine and alcohol, a 
branching of horn to the third degree can be seen. 
These indentations of the papilles—be they glands 
or not—are lined with columnar epithelium with 
well-marked nuclei, and in the laminitis speci- 
mens they can be seen in an active state of pro. 
liferation, congregating in numbers along the edges 
of the papille, accumulating as they pass down 
what seems to be the horn stream, and finally they 
are discharged at the point of the papille into 
the main body of the hoof; they seem to form 
around central Jarge cells derived from the points 
of the papilla, and in this way form horn canals, 
I am led to believe that these cells are full of semi- 
liquid horn, for in old cells—-found on the outer 
layers—they no longer resist the carmine stain, and 
so I have thought that so long as the cells retain 
their cell-membrane they do not stain,and that herein 
lies the explanation of the fact that it is impossible 
to stain out, so to speak, lamelle in the foetal 
foot. But in laminitis evidences of great back 
pressure into the glands can be found.for yon can see 
streams of horn dammed up, and tender lamina curl. 
ed into waves, and coincident with this appearance 
there is evidence of an_ infiltration of horny 
material into the tissue surrounding the cells— 
the infiltrate stains, yellow like the regular 
horn structures. If such be the interpretation 
of appearances it is to be conjectured that the 
great backward pressure from the hoof wall up 
the lamine and into the glands produces there 
rupture of the “keratin ” cells which would account 
for the infiltration. 

I am aware that the views just stated are opposed 
to those of all previous writers upon the subject, but ! 
can only say that so the appearances are represented 
to my mind, and I invite you to an inspection 
of the slides upon which ‘I have based this interpre 
tation. I am sorry that one important slide 1s 
missing from my collection—it was broken in cleat- 
ing up—in was the only specimen I had of tubes 
originating from the laminar papillw, they were 
quite distinctly seen, however, three tubes in series 
one originating from the papilla above the other 
and, quickly turning down like a spout of pump 
water—the highest up taking place farthest out 
in the hoof. 

I can see no difference save that of arrangement 
between the papilla of the laminz and those of the 
coronary band, and this perhaps, that the coronary 
papilla send processes right down the tubes, am 
am inclined to think we must look upon the cor 
nary cushion as a huge wrinkle with elevated bor 
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der, thrown up from the laminar membrane by the 
upper border of the hoof wall. 

The transition of coronary papille into laminar 
arrangement is well seen in this specimen with the 
naked eye. They pass—seen in serial section from 
above downwards—through an irregular distribu- 
tion tua regular linear arrangement into the form 
of laminar papille, and I have utterly failed to find 
the coronary papille projecting into the lamine ; 
which is conclusive. I think that the laminz secrete 
their own horn, but here again I am opposed to 
general belief. 

In conclusion I am led to believe that horn is 
modified hair—horn tubes are so like hair tubes in 
longitudinal section that it would, in some instances, 
foil the best microscopists to tell the difference. 

The chief difference seems to me to be in the two 
tissues thus :—that the sebaceous glands at the hair 
roots are suddenly evolved into keratin glands in 
hoof, and that the keratin secreted. mats the hair 
together and ultimately in its new environment 
certain histologic characters are lost and others ad- 
ded, and the tranformation of the tissue is com- 
plete. Teeth and hair, and allied structures, 
according to this view, are brought within the 
category of glandular formations. but I reserve dis- 
cussion of this point for a future paper. 

In the controversy published in the Veterinarian 
1870-71, it seems to me that Mr. Hunting has all 
the best of the argument. Mr. Greaves concludes 
because he finds a hard smooth surface of horn form- 
ing where he supposes the lamine to have been 
in injuries which remove the hoof. that therefore 
horn is not secreted from the sensitive lamin, but 
if he had made some sections through this flat sur- 
face of horn, he would, I think, have found the 
lamine under it. Mr. Hunting is to be compli- 
mented, I think, upon his accurate observation, and 
for his modesty in setting forth in temperate lan- 
guage what seems to me also beyond dispute—that the 
sensitive laminz secrete a definite share of the 
hoof wall in health, and more so in disease. 





DISCOMYCES EQUI, 
Cases IMPLICATING Upper anp Spermatic Corp. 
By F. T. Harvey, M.R.U.V.S. 


Read at a recent meeting of the Western Counties V.M.A. 


Case I.— Diseased Udder.—On March ist, 1890, 
was asked to see a mare with an eularged udder. 
® owner had noticed something amiss for several 
weeks, but the duration of the disease was uncertain. 
At first sight we thought the case one of schirrus 
re as the growth was very hard, and the mare 
tin out of health. Abscesses formed and dis- 
charged often at this date, but beyond this there 
was no ulceration of the skin, or retiaction of the 
nipple. The left gland was unaffected, the right 
Was about the size of a child’s head. 

Tonics, and iodine externally, with subsequent 


] 


Sessing of the gland with iodized phenol, failed to 
est the disease. From the appearance of the dis- 


charge we diagnosed the case as one of actinomy- 
cosis. The disease continued to increase until 
November, when the inguinal region was fully 
eceupied by the growth, the left gland being now 
also infected. ‘The abdominal wall in front of the 
udder was also much thickened and hard, and sup- 
purating at points; oedema extended to the elbow 
on right side. 

A fatal termination seemed probable unless the 
disease was quickly arrested, and injections of iodine 
into the substance of the growth was decided on. 
Tinct. iodi 4j to two and a half per cent. solution of 
carbolic acid 3vij. In the first three injections ten 


quantity was then increased, and a longer time 
allowed between each injection, viz.: three ounces 
of the above mixture every ten days. ‘The latter 
quantity injected caused cedema along the belly 
which passed off in about a week. 

It soon became, obvious that the treatment was 
correct. In a month nearly all suppurations had 
ceased, and the cedema had gone, except that which 
followed the injections. Jodide of potassium was 
given internally in rather liberal doses. and iodized 
phenol painted over the udder after injecting. 

The mare returned to work in February, and is 
now in good condition, but at this date. March 30th, 
1891, some swelling still remains, and a few more 
injections will be required. 

Knowing that Professor McFadyean was engaged 
in an enquiry on the etiology of schirrus cord, I sent 
him a note of the case in November. He then 
requested me to forward him some pus, as he sus- 
pected the fungus was the “ Discomyces,” first 
described by Rivolta in 1579, as invading the sper- 
matic cord. Writing on 10th December, he says, 
“IT find the little granules present in the pus are 
colonies of the so-called ‘ Discomyces,’ which under 
a low power may easily be mistaken for the actino- 
myces. I may mention that the discomyces pus is 
usually very viscid. and brownish or coffee coloured, 
and that, combined with the suppuration, there is 
generally very dense fibrous indurations of the 
part.” In connection with this I may state that 
only «a few drops could be injected at each point as 
so much pressure was required that the top of the 
syringe was twice driven off the barrel. ultimately 
3j could be injected at almost any point. 

Writing again, on December 18th, in reference to 
the case Professor McFadyean says, “ 1 formerly had 
the opportunity to examine the tissues in a fatal 
case which had its starting point in the udder, but I 
trust the iodine treatment will avert a fatal issue in 
your case.” 

Of course the mare I have brought under your 
notice may have some internal organ already at- 
tacked by the fungus which will ultimately kill her, 
but at present there are no clinical signs of such. 

Case IJ.— About Christmas. 1887, 1 was consulted 
in reference to a two year old cart colt, that was 
rather stiff in walking. I found the case one of 
schirrus cord. ‘The colt was castrated, May 7th, 
1886. He was bred on the same farm as the mare 
above alluded to, and sold by auction in September, 
1886, As the condition of the schirrus cord was not 
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-however, failed to find the fungus. 
-should have been tested at the same time. 
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then looked upon as being dependent on other than 
common causes it was decided to wait until spring 
for operating, as the owner had not good accommo- 
dation in his yards. 

On May 9th both spermatic cords were removed 
as high up as possible. ‘lhe 1ight was principally 
involved. ‘The colt improved in condition for a 
time, but in August it was found that the cords 
were larger than before. Two or three sinuses 
were in right flank: discharging freely. 

The parts were again excised, and the tissue 
tested by professor Axe for the actinomyces. He, 
The pus, 


The case made no improvement, and by November 
a sinus had opened close to the anterior spine of the 
ilium, Examination per rectum showed the pelvic 
cavity half filled with new growth, very hard to 
touch. Six weeks later the growth had extended 
considerably. The colt was round-backed, and the 
gluteal muscles were much atrophied. The tempera- 
ture remained about 102°; the appetite was always 
good, and nothing was ever noted amiss with his 
urine. The colt was kept by owner until February, 
1888. when he was sent to the kennels. 

Briefly, 1 found on post-mortem that the growth in 
pelvis above alluded to had extended along rovof of 
abdominal cavity to right kidney, not a vestige of 
which remained. There were myriads of abscesses 
and colonies of the fungus, and the wonder is the 
animal survived so long. 

The posterior face of the liver was also attacked. 
Several large yellow spots could be seen from which 
numerous smaller ones were sprouting out in all 
directions. The covering of the liver was not, how- 
ever, adherent to the mass behind. The disease 
thus apparently spread by continuity and contiguity 
of parts. 

These two cascs show the importance of an early 
diagnosis and the use of the microscope. No time 
should be lost in removing a schirrus cord until its 
non-specific character is assured. ‘The methods 
of castration are probably of Jess import in 
its causation than we once supposed. In con- 
clusion I may mention that on the farm where 
above horses were bred several bullocks have from 
to time been attacked with disease of tongue and 
jaw. 


THE CLINICAL THERMOMETER AS AN AID 
IN DISCOVERING THE EXISTENCE 
OF PLEURO-PNEUMONIA. 


At the present time, when pleuro-pneumonia is 
attracting so much attention, a few words on the 
value of the clinical thermometer as an aid in dis- 
covering its existence may not be out of place. 

As everyone is aware, who has been in any way 
connected with the working of the Acts of Parlia- 
ment framed for the stamping out pleuro-pneumonia 
the greatest difficulty encountered is in detecting 
the very earliest stages of every outbreak. If we 
knew of every case of pleuro-pneumonia in this 





country our task would be a comparatively easy one, 
resolving itself into slaughtering all affected ani- 
mals and those in contact with them, shutting up 
the infected centres for fifty-six days, or longer 
where practicable, and having recourse to the ordi- 
nary sanitary and disinfectant precautions. 

It is useless to expect owners to report in every 
instance to “the powers that be” that pleuro- 
pneumonia, or disease supposed to be pleuro- 
pneumonia,has broken out among their cattle. Some 


.are not capable of recognising the disease in any of 


its stages, others are too indolent or indifferent to 
report disease when they see it; then, again, there 
are grounds for believing that many do all they can 
to keep the outbreak concealed, and thus effectually 
counteract the working of the Slaughter Order by 
harbouring centres of infection. 

Recognising these facts the Board of Agriculture 
in England and the Privy Council in Ireland have 
appointed properly qualified veterinary inspectors, 
part of whose duty is to make periodic inspections 
of all cattle in the infected, or as they are now 
called “Scheduled Districts.” As may be imagined 
the inspectors’ duty is responsible and difficult, and 
it is in carrying it out that the clinical thermo- 
meter becomes such a valuable aid, if systematically 
employed tuo test each animal. 

We know that during the incubative stage of al? 
contagious diseases, before any other changes are 
observable even to the most experienced,the thermo- 
meter is, in a sense, prophetic, revealing with 
unerring fidelity abnormal process of function, 
otherwise totally unappreciable. 

My idea is that the veterinary inspector should 
take the temperature of every animal inspected in 
“Scheduled Districts,’ and when it in any way 
deviates from the normal, a careful examination of 
that animal should be made. If no appreciable 
cause can be found the animal should be kept under 
supervision until the disease, whatever it is, de- 
velops, or until] the temperature returns to the nor- 
mal; in other words until we are satisfied as to the 
existence or non-existence of pleuro pneumonia. 

In this way we may become aware of the existence 
of the disease as soon, if not sooner than the owner. 
and shall be enabled to frustrate any attempt at 
evading the law, such as concealing the affected 
animal from the inspector, or having it slaughtered 
‘on the quiet.” 

It is only during the period the animals are in 
the byres that any inspection to is practicable. or 
as far as I kuow has been attempted; the dift- 
culties in the way of a grass inspection being looked 
as insurmountable. 

The point 1 wish to indicate particularly is that 
by the thermometrical test—and by it alone—our 
attention will be specially directed to animals that 
would otherwise escape our notice. By careful 
examination we may then be able to get evidence 
of pleuro-pneumonia in the earliest stage. or, keep- 
ing the case under supervision, it may develop inte 
acute pleuro. 

It may be objected that a lot of time will be 
wasted, and trouble entailed; to that I answet— 
the time and trouble will be well spent. I may be 
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asked. What about chronic cases? I say where 
chronic pleuro exists you are sure, sooner or later, 
to get an acute case; besides, there is usually 
something about a chronic case to attract your 
attention, then closer examination may reveal some 


‘lung lesion sufficient to warrant you having the 


animal slaughtered 

Some may, with justice, remark that having 
recourse to the thermometrical test in every case 
will only lead to confusion und much anxiety. If 
we are not very careful at first such may be the 
case, but with patience, practice, and a methodical 
system of examination we will soon overcome all 
that. 

In conclusion let me say that what I have en- 
deavoured to explain is no ‘ theoretical fad.” but the 
outcome of considerable practical experience in 
dealing with outbreaks of pleuro- pneumonia, 
Should it in any way stimulate to further exertions 
in the eradication of this pest from our country, and 
thus assist, no matter in how small a degree, to add 
greater lustre to the achievements of veterinary 
science, the writer will consider himself amply 
rewarded. 

VETERINARY INSPECTOR, IRELAND. 











HOW WE ELECT EXAMINERS. 
By a Memper or Covuncit. 


It has only fallen to my lot to be present at one 
election of Examiners but that single experience is 
quite sufficient to show that some alteration is re- 
quisite in the procedure. 

We elected three examiners, and enquiries amongst 
my fellow Councilmen showed me that all of them 
were very widely unknown. No nomination is re- 
quired, and therefore until we meet in the Council 
room no one knows who will be proposed. Hach 
Member of Council probably devotes some time, 
before he attends the meeting, to a consideration of 
the subject. He possibly selects one or two men 
whom he thinks best qualified for the vacant office. 
He may select a very good man, but if he merely se- 
lects he has no chance of carrying his candidate. He 
must consult with other members of Council. obtain 
their co-operation and then his nominee may be elect- 
ed. Very few votes are required to elect an Examiner 
because the Members have had no time or opportunity 
to choose men or to consider their capabilities. Sup- 
pose six candidates are nominated for one vacant 
Office, and that the Council consist ofsixteen members, 
the voting may be as follows:— 
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Pe course if each of these men be equally good, it 

a 7 matter that the successful one is elected by 

a 7 our votes, but if the six candidates present 
© degrees of merit the worst amongst them 


will be elected if only his nominee has enlisted the 
sympathy of three other members of council. It is 
quite impossible for anyone to know all the best men 
in the profession. We know those we meet, and we 
are able to judge of the merits of men in our own 
district because their practice is more or less under 
our observation. 

An Examiner should be not only a good man and 
known in his district ; he should be known to at least 
a large proportion of the Council. He should be 
brought under the notice of the members of Council 
some time prior to his election, so that those who do 
not know him may have an opportunity to make en- 
quiries. Every now and then we may select some 
man as an examiner who is entirely unknown outside 
a fifty-mile radius from his own residence, and by 
great good luck he may turn out a model examiner. 
On the contrary, we may some day make a sad mis- 
take by adopting the ‘‘utterly unknown” who is 
nominated by a friend and neighbour. 

Examiners should not be elected until their names 
have been at least a month before the Council. If 
we wish to alter the smallest Rule or Bye-law, three 
months notice is very properly required. No more 
responsible position exists in our profession than that 
of Examiner, and the office should be guarded by some 
such simple rule as nomination one month before 
election. Every member of Council could then give 
his vote with knowledge, and we should increase the 
probabilities of electing the best man. At present 
the election is a game at chance—a blind scramble, 
begun in ignorance and completed by a * fluke.” 


Royal College 


of Veterinary Surgeons. 
. (Continued from page 511). 





RESIGNATION OF EXAMINERS. 


Sir Henry Srmpson :—Mr. President, as you were 
good enough to ask me to say a few words with regard 
to the letter that I thought it my duty to send to the 
Royal College on the subject of my resignation, I have 
great pleasure in complying with your request. I had 
thought when I did make those few remarks I should 
have been able to say that my relations with the whole 
of the principals of the schools had been of a very satis- 
factory character, and I only regret the incident of this 
afternoon has occurred, which makes me say that as re- 
gards one of the schools. 

Prof. Brown :—I think it is a great pity that any 
personal matter should be introduced. 

Sir H. Simpson :—With regard to the Professors 
other than the principals, I am happy to say since I had 
the pleasure of being an examiner my position has been 
a most happy one ; and as regards the students, | never 
knew till this moment that they had expressed any dis- 
satisfaction at the mode of their examination or the 
result, unsatisfactory as it has been to many of them. 
My acquaintance with this Council extends over ten or 
twelve years, and I had always understood that the ex- 
aminers had been treated as and considered to be gentle- 
men. On the faith of that I consented, 24 years 





ago, to allow myself to be elected a member of this ex- 
amining board. Iwas never told that I was under- 
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going any sort of inferiority or was losing my position 
in any shape or way ; in fact, I had every reason to be- 
lieve that I was, if possible, adding—I wish to withdraw 
that word, but I mean to say that I should be adding 
dignity to my position by accepting the post. I found 
very soon after I had accepted the office, that on the 
part of a few of the junior members of this Board, there 
seemed to have been a very determined effort to lower 
the dignity of the office. Whether I myself, personally, 
was the object of the attempt is not for metosay. I 
am not aware that my presence has been prejudicial to 
the Board, and I am not aware of any conduct on my 
part which should have induced men to make me the 
reason for making a set attack on the Board of Exami- 
ners, We are told we are the servants of this Corpora- 
tion. I entirely agree with that. I look at the gentle- 
men who have the privilege of being examiners, and who 
have honoured this College by being its examiners. I 
find such men as Mr. Brand, Sir Richard Quain—I have 
the honour of having his uame on my diploma——Dr. Al- 
fred Taylor, Dr. Voelckner, and Dr. Burdon Sanderson. 
Can you imagine that when you made these appoint- 
ments you could instruct your Secretary to write to 
these men and say, “ You must clearly understand in ac- 
cepting this appointment that you become the servant 
of the Corporation.’ Can you imagine that such 
appointments would not have been turned up directly ? 
Take such men as Prof. Field, the late Mr. Pritchard 
and Matthew Sharpley. Can you imagine these mer 
being branded as servants? If they were not con- 
sidered servants why is the present Board to be selected 
for that definition? I confess that the stamp of the 
hireling never did rest upon me, and I do not intend 
that it shall do on behalf of any gentlemen connected 
with this College. We have been charged with a serious 
dereliction of duty. Again junior members of the 
Council come whining down here, saying, “ Where are 
the reports? The Examiners do not make reports.” 
Well, what is the duty of examiners with regard to re- 
ports? I will tell you what itis. It says that “a list 
of the successful candidates at our examination, sigued 
by the Chairman of the Court, should be transmitted to 
the President.’’ Has that ever been omitted? Then 
the Court of Examiners is specially to notify to the 
Council the names of students who have passed with 
great credit or with credit. Has that ever been omit- 
ted? Will the gentlemen who find fault about reports 
tell me any other bye-law or regulation of this College 


should be paid for their services, why not take the con- 
stitutional method of bringing forward a resolution and 
having the matter fully discussed ? No motion has been 
brought forward to request examiners to reduce or give 
up give up fees. I have never heard of any charge of 
unfair treatment on the part of examiners, except what 
I have heard to-day ; but it has been simply said that it 
is a question of money. Now I like people to act up to 
what they preach. There is one gentleman who is very 
active in this matter, Mr. Hunting. He believes that'a 
member of Council when he ‘akes an honorarium is in- 
capable of being impartial. 

Mr. Huntine :—I beg to say that is an unmitigated — 
no, I beg to say that that is not strictly in accordance 
with truth. I never said anything of the sort. I never 
implied anything of the sort. 

Sir H. Smuwpeson :—Did you ever write it. 

Mr. Huntine :—Never wrote it, never implied it, 
never said it. 

Sir H. Simpson :—Mr. Hunting speaks very variously 
at different times. He did say in a pamphlet which 
went round that “it is wrong for a man to use his in- 
terest in getting a paid appointment”; and “ what we 
want is a Council that will do justice, and an Examining 
Board of capable men ”’ ; also “we can only expect im- 
partiality when the two offices are separated.’’* 

Mr. Huntinea :—Quite so. 

Sir H. Stmpson :—I say that is an imputation. I will 
show you how Mr. Hunting puts his principles to the 
test. Ata Finance Committee Meeting yesterday, I 
passed some accounts. It appeared that Mr. Hunting, 
a short time ago, did a service to this College, and [ am 
sure the College will be very greatly obliged to anyone 
who does services for them, and be only too willing to 
pay for such services. The service that Mr. Hunting 
did for this College did not take him so far away from 
his house as coming 'to Red Lion Square, and did not 
detain him, J am sure, so long as the the time he is sit- 
ting here to-day, but Mr. Hunting graciously accepts a 
fee of a guinea for his services, and quite right too, the 
only thing is I should think he ought to have had five 
guineas for the services he rendered. I only want to 
point a moral and adorn a tale. Is this movement 
really on the score of economy? I question it. When 
a man starts out with an advanced programme he is sure 
to meet with others who are far in advance of him, and 
it is very difficult to curb those who are in advance. 
The advanced men are always the trouble. I will tell 


which requests any other report? The examiners will | you the latest item of this advanced party. 


be only too pleased, I am sure, to make any report which 
this Council asks for; but they resent a piece of imper- 
tinent interference on the part of a few people who have 
not sufficiently studied the constitution to know what 
our duties are and make complaints of this kind. We 
are told a great deal about this dual appointment, and 
that the men who accept the office of examiners are im- 
moral ; they are incapable of acting properly because 
they take money. The taking of the honorarium is 
considered tu debar them from the privileges which they 
enjoy as members of this Council. I will ask you this 
question ; this building in which we have met cost us be- 
tween £6,000 and £7,000; it might be burned down to- 
morrow morning ; the Secretary might have forgotten to 
have it insured ; then you meet on the smoking ruins; 
what are you going todo? Gentlemen with long pur- 
ses, of course, would write their cheques. The Board of 
Examiners will say, “ Well, we must do something ; we 
will give our services for the rest of our period of office.” 
Where would be the immorality then of the dual ap- 
pointment. If we chose to give our services why should 
we be debarred from doing it. I do not think anyone 
would curse us, in fact, they would rise up and call us 
blessed for helping the funds of the College. _If gentle- 
men really believe that it is unadvisable that examiners 











* The quotations are from a paper published over a year 
ago ‘“‘ A New Charter—Is it Needed”? The whole para- 
graphs are as follows :— 

“It is wrong that a man should be able to use his vote 
and interest in favour of gaining a paid appointment; 
but it is far worse that a man should sit ona judicia 
body when his own acts are under discussion . 

* ~ 


* * 7 * * 


“TI make no accusation against our council, —— 
convinced of the honesty of our professional staff. but = 
as the Charter objects to professors as examiners 5° Lo 4 
ject to councilmen. Human nature is weak, 1 he 
liable to unconscious bias, and every precaution must - 
taken to prevent injustice and to protect men peed 
thercselves. Assertions ani arguments as to the — 
of individuals must not be allowed to blind us to = 
ples, nor to weaknesses in our constitution which ma 
than possible dangers, and we must, if needs 6 oud 
a man or two to the good of the profession. Wi# paw 
want is a Council that will do justice and an ar aseep = 
Board of capable men. We can have both eaweee e 
dual appointments, and we can only expect a ope 
when the two offices are separated. ‘To effect thi 
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Mr. Huntine :—What has this to do with resig- 
nation ? 

Sir H. Srmpson :—It seriously contemplated, I do not 
say by the leader of the party, but by somebody in ad- 
vance of him, that the £6,000 now invested in Consols 
should be sold out bit by bit, and that members of the 


-Council shall be paid. 


Mr. Mutvey:—I really must protest against such 
statements. 1 can only say [ consider such a state- 
ment as that is an unpardonable untruth. 

Sir H. Smapson :—The choice of examiners has heen 
from the*whole body of the Fellows, and you may safely 
assume that you choose the best men. If you are go- 
ing tosplit up your profession to lose, we will assume 
eight of the best men for your Council, how are you go- 
ing to meet the objection which might very easily be 
raised in Scotland? With regard to the R.V.C. some of 
you will remember Prof. Simonds very nearly got a 
Charter of incorporation for his College at Camden 
Town, which would have swamped this College. If you 
split up your examining body and prevent the hest 
men from being on the board you will give the R.V.C. a 
very good chance of getting a charter, and if you have 
the R.V.C. and the Scotch institutions granting dip- 
lomas where will this College be? I have sentin my resig- 
nation. I am no longer a member of this Board, be- 
cause [am going to act on the same principle on which 
Ihave always acted in private professional life. Ifa 
man, or a body of men, in private life do not use me well 
I tell them what I think of them, and I ask them to get 
some one else to do the work. That relieves my mind, 
and it teaches the man to act better to someone else. 
Now, gentlemen, Iam no more with you, but take my 
advice, treat my successor better than you have 
treated me. 

Mr. Huntine :—If Iam not out of order, considering 
what has just been said, I should like to make a few re- 
marks in reply. 

The PrestpEent ;—I do not feel inclined to rule you 
out of order, only be as brief as possible. 

Mr. Huntine :—I would simply point out this—the 
tremendous personality and self-consciousness of Sir 
Henry Simpson seems to have misled him. He seems 
to be constitutionally incapable of looking upon this as 
a question between the Board of Examiners and the 
profession. Throughout the whole of his speech it has 
been one long strain of personality; everything that has 
been said against the Board of Examiners as a Board 
has been said againt him as an individual. Speaking 
for myself, I may say, I look upon him as such an insig- 
nificant member of that Board that it never once en- 
tered my head to make any attack upon him. (Cries of 
“order.”) If you, sir, call me to order I bow to you, 
but I do not bow to all the members round this room. 
They seem to forget the expressions used in the speech 
we have just heard ; they seem to forget the words “ im- 
pertinent interference”; they seem to forget that the 
junior members of this Board were accused of “ whining”’; 


but there was no call to order then. Why order for me | 


and not for him ? 


The Prestpenr:—He did not name anyone; you | 


named Sir Henry distinctly. 

Mr. Huntine :—He named me distinctly ; he referred 
to “the junior members.”’ 

The Prestnent :—Someone must be in the chair, and 
I mean to be in the chair! 

Mr. Huntine :—And L bow. What I wish to say in 
reply is simply this—that I object to its beirg said that 
the junior members of this Board came down here whin- 


hee and said that there were no reports. Junior mem- 


ae was absolutely true that there are no reports, 
a. that there never have been reports and they 
asked for a report to be handed in. They gave 


ers did not whine ; junior members made a statement | 


their reason for it, and a very good reason too. The 
reason i: that unless the examiners sent a written report 
to this body, this body was never in a position to judge 
the deeds of the examiners. As to the “impertinent 
interference *’ that Sir Henry Simpson suggests has 
been applied to him, I ask him for one single instance of 
impertinent interference, or, I ask him to withdraw the 
words. He says that the Board of Examiners are told 
by some people that they are “immoral and incapable.” 
Again [ ask him where is his chapter and verse for any 
such accusation / It is false. As to the arrangement 
for payment, goodness me! no amount of sophistry will 
deny that the Board of Examiners are paid. It is a per- 
version of language for a man to come here and say that 
his fees as an examiner are what? an honorarium. He 
tries to make the fee out something else. It still re- 

mainsa fee. Hamlet said, “methinks the lady doth protest 
tvo much,” and when I hear examiners get into a rage 
about their fees I think that they protest too much, and 

that they pay a great deal more attention to their fees, and 

tv what is said about their fees, than any decent con- 

science need do. Then as to the fee of one guinea that 
I received. Gentlemen, you will perhaps hardly be- 

lieve it, but this was the customary conduct money that 

is served upon you by a lawyer with a subpoena and 

which renders you liable to a fine if you do not attend. 

I must say I congratulate the gentleman on the left (Sir 

Henry Simpson) upon the-——I do not like to use the 

word, Mr. Chairman in fear of you, that 1 should like to 
use—TI congratulate him upon the utterly false impres- 

sion that he tried to make upon you. What is it all 

about? He tells you that he sent in this letter of 

resignation because we had insulted him. IL hope to 

goodness, that you will accept his resignation as his best 

reward. 

Mr. T. Greaves:—I feel exceedingly sorry to have 
listened to the observations that have been made is this 
last half hour. I have been a member of this Council 
perhaps a longer time than any other member here, but 
I have never heard such altercations as we have had 
lately. It is not only on one occasion, or on two occa- 
sions, that indecorous remarks have been made by some 
of the junior members. I feel justified in saying what 
I do—that indecorous and uncourteous observations 
have been made not only to myself, but to several of the 
other members, the most respected members of this 
Council, and it is quite right that indecorous con- 
duct should be kept in restraint hy one means or another. 
It may go on till the best members loathe coming near 
this table, and will send in their resignations one after 
another. Although I have listened to the discussion in 
this room for the last 26 or 27 years I have never heen 
insulted except on two occasions and that by one of the 





junior members of this Council. (Mr. Hunting :— 
Name) yourself. (Mr. Hunting :—I thought so) and 
[am very sorry I am obliged to say so. | We should be 


| more respected if this conduct was held in restraint more 

than it is, and [ do trust that Mr. Hunting will feel 
| that it is his duty, for his own self respect, to cease to 
| be an annoyance to the other members. 

Professor WititamMs :—I think the R.C.VS., is placed 
under very great disadvantage in having to consider 
these resignations at the present moment. The exami- 
nations are facing us, they will be here directly, and I 
do not think we are prepared to propose anybody to suc- 
| ceed the two geutlemen who have resigned. [ should 

really like those gentlemen to re-consider their position, 
and to wait for a short period of time, perhaps to the 
| end of the five years. Personally [ cu speak with the 
greatest respect of both of them, anc I think [ can bear 
testimony, as the Principal of a College, that they 
| have done their duty in amost admirable mauner. They 
| have had every consideration towards the students, and 
| they have done justice to the College. 1 should be ex- 
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ceedingly sorry if we accepted their resignations to-day, 
and if I might prevail upon Sir Henry to re-consider the 
matter and to go on the end of his period, I am sure 
the majority of the Council would be very much 
pleased. 

Mr. Greaves :—I propose that Sir Henry Simpson be 
asked to withdraw his resignation. I am sure that would 
be in accordance with the feelings of nine-tenths of the 
Council, and throughout the country it would be re- 
ceived with satisfaction. 

Mr. Lampert :—I am sure the great majority of the 
Council would be very glad if he would consent to act, 
at least at the next examination; and I am quite certain 
no one could be appointed in whom there could be 
greater confidence. I can say the same for Mr. Cart- 


ledge. I second Mr. Greaves’ motion, I hope Sir Henry 
will consent to withdraw his resignation for the 
present. 


Mr. Ruruerrorp :—I think it is only right for the 
Council to say that nothing that was passed has been in 
the way of a reflection upon the Board of Examiners, 
and that those gentlemen who constitute the Board 
be requested to remain examiners. It is really a serious 
matter for the students and the schools, standing so 
suddenly face to face with the appointment of three new 
examiners. New examiners mean new lines of exami- 
nation. The lines of the present examiners are really 
well-known, and it really is not fair to the students to 
make a sudden change, | hope therefore he will re-con- 
sider his decision. I think when he sees that it is not the 
sense of this Council that anything that has passed is 
any reflection he will see his way to withdiawit. I 
hope Mr. Cartledge will also see his way to do so. 

Dr. Fiemine :—I heartily endorse what has been said 
by Mr. Rutherford. Although an examiner, I feel com- 
pelled to rise to ask that Mr. Cartledge’s name be asso- 
ciated with Sir Henry Simpsons’s in the request that he 
withdraw his resignation. Mr Cartledge is a gentle- 
man who has been an examiner longer than any other 
member of the Board. I have never heard a word said 
against Mr, Cartledge, and I know he feels most deeply 
what has been said with regard to the examiners. [ 
trust that what has been said will not alter his feelings 
with regard to his duty to the Royal College and to the 
Schools. I am perfectly certain that in losing Mr. 
Cartledge we shall lose a gentleman in whom the tea- 
chers of the Schools and the students have every confi- 
dence. Iknow him to be most fair, honourable and 
discreet, and if we lose him we certainly shal] sustain a 
very severe loss on our Examining Board. 

Mr. W. Huntina :—I propose that the resignations 
be accepted, and I do so for this reason: that they were 
sent in without explanation, that one of the members 
who sent in his resignation is not here, and has offered 
no explanation, and that the other gentleman has offered 
an explanation which, it seems to me, renders it utterly 
impossible for him to withdraw, for nothing can alter 
the facts that he says make him resign, and nothing will 
ever stop the same thing happening again. 

The Presipent :—Personally I endorse all that has 
been said by Professor Williams, Mr. Rutherford aud 
Dr. Fleming. So far as Mr. Cartledge is co.cerned, I 
had a letter from him the other day,stating that un- 
fortunately hecould not be here to-day, as he is un- 
avoidably absent in Ireland. I wrote to him saying I 
was very sorry indeed that he had thought it necessary 
to resign, and impressed upon him the necessity of re- 
maining in office until the term was up. I did this 
for two reasons ; in the first place I think he is an in- 
valuable examiner, and in the second place [ think it is 
an injustice to the students who are to be examined at 
the present moment, that at the very time when they 
are ubout to face the examiners there is to be a new 
Board appointed. (Hear, hear.) I do not suppose we 





ever will be all agreed upon most things, but I do think 
that the examiners who take office, unless there is some 
very good reason indeed, ought to retain their appoint- 
ments, andthat we as a Council, ought not to be con- 
vinually asking them for explanations about this thing 
and that thing, and changing the method of the 
examinations. I think the feeling of the majority of 
ihe Council is that they will be very glad indeed if Sir 
fenry could see his way to withdraw his resignation, and 
if he will do so, I have no hesitation in saying that Mr. 
Cartledge will be very largely, if not entirely, guided by 
his example. 

Mr. Greaves :—I would ask the Council to pass a 
vote of cunfidence in Sir Henry and Mr. Cartledge, and 
that would be an inducement for him to yield and say, 
“| will withdraw my resignation.”’ 

Professor Wic.1aMs: -I think a vote of confidence is 
not required; if the majority of this Council are in 
favour of Sir Henry Simpson and Mr. Cartledge retain- 
ing their position as examiners, that is a sufficient vote 
of confidence. 

Sir Henry Srupson :—I would like to consider the 
the matter. 


THE QuaRTERLY MEETINGS. 


Sir Freperick FrirzWyaram moved, “That the 
quarterly meetings be held on fixed days.” He said 
that in consequence of the uncertainty of the date of 
these meeting it was impossible to ensure the atten- 
dance of members. Hecould see no disadvantage that 
would result from the meetings being on fixed days, 
whether fixed days of the month or of the week. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson seconded the motion, which he said 
would be of great convenience to everybody. 

Prof. Wiiu1aMs thought that for the convenience of 
Scotch members, Friday would be the best day. 

Prof. PenBERTHY moved as an amendment “ That the 
President on his election in eavh year fix the dates of 
the quarterly meetings for the year.”’ 

Dr. Fiemina seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Sir Freverick FrrzWyeram then moved that, as far 
as possible, special meetings should be avoided ; they 
were very inconvenient, especially to those members of 
the Council who resided at a distance from London, and 
were objectionable as having a tendency to throw the 
management of the concerus of the College into the hands 
of members residing in the Metropolitan dictrict. 

Mr. GREAvEs seconded the motion. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson thought that a resolution of that 
kind would hamper the hands of the president. He did 
not think that any president would call a special meet- 
ing unless it was really urgent. 

Sir Frepericx FrtzWyeram said he would withdraw 
the motion. 

The motion was then by leave of the Council 
withdrawn. : 

Sir Frepertck FitzWyaxam then moved “ that 30 
minutes instead of 20 minutes be allowed to each student 
on each table at the final examination, and also at the 
practical examination of horses; and the same for cat- 
tle.” Very great complaints had been made that young 
men holding the diploma of the R.C.V.S., had been sent 
out into the world with very insufficient practical know- 
ledge, and it was asserted that a quarter of an hour 
20 minutes was not sufficient time to thoroughly test 4 
man in his practical knowledge. There could be ot 
objection to raising the time to half an hour 4s the 
minimum, 

Mr. Hunting asked whether there was any hyo 
charter, or regulation, bearing upon the time for W’ ‘ 
students were examined; whether the examinations 
were not absolutely left, without the guidance or © 
trol of Council, to the sweet will of the examiners. 
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The Secretary said that there was no rule except 
one, which applied’ to the practical division of the C. 
examination. 

Prof. PENBERTHY seconded the proposition. 

Mr. Lampert said that he had found the practical ig- 
norance of candidates was perfectly deplorable. He 
supported the motion that at least half an hour be given 


for Cattle. 

Sir Henry Simpson said as a matter of fact, students 
were examined for half an hour upon the horse, and half 
an hour upon cattle, and practically the time was un- 
limited time for the written examination. He thought 
that if Sir Frederick, instead of pressing his resolution 
would be so good as to suggest that a conference should 
take place between the principals of the schools and the 
Board of Examiners very great good would result from 
it. Ifthis resolution were to be thrust upon the ex- 
aminers it might be done against their will. No doubt 
if it were carried their fees would be increased, but they 
did not want that. 

Sir Freperick FitzWyeram thought it was a very 
good proposition if it could be carried out, that such a 
conference should take place between the principals of 
the schools and the examiners, and after that, they would 
be better fitted to legislate. (Applanse.) 

The resolution was withdrawn. 

Mr. HuntIne said it seemed to him in this confer- 


| 


|“ Very Good.” 





ence there had been one party left out' who was much 


Mr. Huntine :—MayI say I have no unkind feeling 
to any examiner as an examiner. 

Dr. Fiemine :—I should like to ask Sir Henry to 
modify his resolution. 

Sir H. Simpson :—Nothing will induce me to do so. 

The Council then proceeded to elect examiners to take 
the places of the late Mr. Woods, of Sir Henry Simpson, 
and Mr. Cartledge, and a ballot being taken Mr. JaAmEs 
CraRKE of Cupar. Angus, was appointed to the Cattle 
table ; Mr. Woops, Junr., and Mr. Duck were elected 
to the practical Horse Section. 

Mr. J. Roaure Cox said that as that was the last 
oceasion on which he could take part in the deliberation 
of the Council he wished to initiate a movement by way 
of a slight alteration in the examinations. At present 
the Examining Board was entrusted to record its estimate 
of candidates by the terms, “ Sufficient,’ “ Good,’’ and 
He thought the term “Good” was 
superfluous, because the fact that a diploma was awarded 
carried the inference that the candidate was “ Good.” 
He also proposed that the word, “ [nsuffic ent ’’ should 
be used instead of the word “ Bad.’”’? There were many 
students not sufficiently prepared to have their diploma, 
who would be altogether the better for some further 
period of study, but it was very unfair to call them all 
“ Bad.” The use of the word “Insufticient’’ would 
relieve the examiners of a disagreeable duty, and would 
save students a great deal of unmerited degradation. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson: said this was a matter which could 


more concerned than either of the other two, namely, | not be decided before the examinations because it was a 
the veterinary practitioner as represented by the Coun- | question of a distinct Bye-law which laid down the terms 
cil. It appeared to be keeping up the error that the ' to be read. 


doings of the examiners was a matter solely between the | 
principals and the examining Board. He held that the 
Council and the Profession, through them, should know 


Professor Wiiutams: thought it would be a very good 
instruction to the conference. 
Mr. Roatre Cox: said he would leave it in the hands 


all about the examining Board, and that if there was a | of the Council. 


conference it should be a conference between the princi- | 
pals of the schools, the representatives of the profession 
and the examiners. By that means, they would have a | 
useful conference. ! 
_Mr. J. F. Simpson said Mr. Hunting seemed to lose | 
sight of the fact that the result of the conference was to | 
be reported to the Council. It was hardly likely that the | 
Council would authorise the examiners and principals to | 
lay down iules. 

Mr. Huntine said he had not lost sight of the fact at | 
all, but thought the body corporate might as well hear | 
the evidence adduced at the conference as to take it | 
second-hand from other men. 
Sir Freperick FirzWyaram said it certainly was his | 
idea, as a matter of course, that the minutes of the con- | 
ference would be laid before Council. 


The list of numinations of members of Council was 
read. 

The proceedings were then closed with a vote of thanks 
to the chairman. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


THE WESTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


. 
The eighth general annnal meeting of the above 


| Association was held at the New London Hotel, Exeter, 


Dr. FLEMING said the feeling entertained on behalf | on April 2nd. In the absence of the President (Mr. 8. 
of the examiners with regard to the memorial was en- | Burton) through illness, Mr, C. Parsons occupied the 
tirely unanimous, that a time had come for a conference chair. There were also present: Messrs. T. E. Baker, 


between the examiners and teachers of the schools with 
the consent of the Council, in order that some means | 
might be devised by which the examinations could be so | 
improved as to render the graduates more efficient, with 


ne to the examining Board acting altogether apart 


Crewkerne; W. H. Bloye, Plymouth; H. P. Chase, 
Tiverton ; J. A. Collings, Exeter; C. H. Golledge, Sher- 
borne: J. P. Heath, Exeter ; W. Penhale, Holsworthy ; 
and the Secretary, W. Penhale, Barnstaple. 

Letters and telegrams regretting inability to attend 


rom the profession, that was not correct. The Board | the meeting were received from Professor Penberthy, 


Was composed of members of the profession who were | Messrs. A. C. Stuart, T. Olver, G. P. Short, A. J. Down, 
te also, He thought the Council were per- |W. Roach, G. H. Elder, F. E. Place, W. H. Thomas, 
ectly safe therefore in the hands of the examining Board T. Endle, and Mr. 8S. Burton. 


in getting from the principals and the examining Board | 


The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 


an opinion which should be valuable. ‘firmed. The Secretary’s and Treasurer's reports showed 


Tue REsIGNATIONs, 
Sir Henry Simpson :—I am very much obliged to the 


| the Association to be in an increasingly good position, 
both as regards membership, and finance. 


Mr. W. Peuhale, of Barnstaple, was elected President 


members of the Council for the very kind way in which | for the ensuing year. Messrs. J. A. Collings, J. P. 
ost of them have spoke of me and I know the very kind , Heath, W. H. Thomas, F. Parsons, and T. Olver, Vice- 


feeling which is entertained towards me by most of them. | 


ar given the matter my very serious consideration | 


regret to inform you [ cannot alter my decision. | 


Presidents; Mr. W. H. Bloye, Secretary and Treasurer. 
Messrs. Collings and Thomas were re-elected dinner 


stewards. 
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It was unanimously resolved to present five pounds to | the social character of our meetings, give undue promi- 
the Steel Memorial Fund. nence to some members, and prevent others from 
A lengthened discussion in which all present took part | sneaking. 
then followed on : | The questions were then put to the meeting, and the 
1st—The proposed New Charter and the Ninth | voting coincided with the opinion expressed. 
Clause of the Old. | The Secretary then read the notes on two cases of 
2nd—ls it advisable to purchase chemist’s pro- | - Discomyces Equi” invading the udder and spermatic 
prietary articles ? _cord respectively, by Mr. Harvey. (These will be found 
3rd—Should we admit reporters to our meetings ! | at page 521.) 
Mr. Parsons regretted that he should be compelled to| A unanimous vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. 
oceupy the chair through the illness of the President, , Harvey for recording these cases and exhibiting the 
but he felt quite sure that Mr. Burton had the best | microscopical specimens, which were viewed with great 



















wishes of the 
Speaking of the proposed New Charter he thought the 
laws which had been framed for the guidance and man- 
agement of the profession needed some amendment, and 
a sensible charter would be a very good thing. It was 
monstrous that important and busy men should be called 
on to serve on juries, and the hardship was felt to be all 
the greater when dentists were found to be exempt. He 
was utterly against purchasing chemists proprietary 
articles when the composition was known. 

Mr. Buoys said that there could be no doubt, but the 
profession was very apathetic when the last charter 
became law, he, therefore, now saw no reason to abolish 
the Ninth Clause, the profession must accept the conse- 
quence of their apathy, and remain outside the Council 
or stir up and qualify for the Fellowship. He thought 
men now joined the profession with the clear under- 
standing that they could not sit on the Council without 
the superior degree, but he was clearly of opinion 
that it should be conferred on men who wished 
to obtain it, and who were members prior to the date 
when the degree was created, 1876, on the presentation of 
an approved thesis. The whole Council should certainly 
be elective. Although the dual appointment of exam- 
iner and Councilman had worked fairly well, yet it 
seemed an anomaly in these days that a man should 
assist to appoint himself as it were to a lucrative and 
honourable post, fix his own salary, and sit in judgement 
ou himself. 

Mr. GoLLEDGE thought the Ninth Clause was a very 
great hardship un the profession. Many a man joined 
our ranks in the hope of some day obtaining a seat at 
the council table, but was disqualified by this absurd 
clause, which was obtained at a time when everyone was 
blindfold to its effects. Now, almost all but Fellows, who 
wished to keep matters pretty much in their own hands, 
wished for its abolition. He was against purchasing 
chemists’ proprietary articles of which we neither knew 


the compusition nor the doses contained, if a mishap | 


occurred we should certainly be liable to severe censure 
for using articles of which we had no knowledge. 

Mr. CuHaAsE said there were many good and excellent 
Members who would make good Councilmen but were 
too busy to give the necessary time to the study which 
the obtaining of a Fellowship would require. He was 
of opinion the Ninth Clause should be abolished 
without delay, and he would strongly urge that it should 
Le done. The whole profession was simply trapped into 
its passing. The only thing to be said in favour of 
chemists’ proprietary articles was that to a very busy 
man it relieved him somewhat of the labour of dispens- 
ing. But onthe whole he thought it should be con- 
demued. 

Mr. PenusLe, Holsworthy, was of opinion that the 
Ninth Clause should never have been in the last charter 
at all, and ought at once to be done away with. The 
list of Fellows was so small that there were few to pick 
from, and he did not think they had a greater capacity 
for business matters than Members. The latter, he was 
ceituin, could safely be entrusted with the affairs of the 
Cullege. He objected to the public press Leing present 
at the meetings on several grounds. It would destroy 


Association for a speedy recovery. | 








interest. 
It was resolved to hold the next meeting at Exeter, 
in September. 
The members then dined together, and the usual loyal 
and professional toasts were duly given and honoured. 
W. PenwarzE, Hon. Sec. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 








On Thursday, the 26th ult., a meeting of the above 
Association was held at the Masonic Hall, Southampton, 
the President, Mr. Raymond being in the chair. 
Amongst those present were Messrs. E. A. Hollingham 
(Hon. Sec.). Burford, F. Wragg, Duck (A.V.D.), T. B. 
Goodall, J. F. Simpson, J. B. Martin, J. Gould, H. King, 
J. Vickers, Blake, J. W. Barford, and Wheatley. After 
lunch, which was served in the Masonic Hall, 

The Secretary read the minutes of the last meeting, 
which were duly approved and signed. 

Letters were read from Professor Smith, acknowledg- 
ing the honour do e him in electing him an honorary 
associate ; from Sir Henry Simpson, Dr. Fleming, and 
Messrs. Carter (Guildford) and Hood (Newport) re- 
gretting their inability to attend. 


Mors SPECIMENS. 


Several interesting specimens were then exhibited by 
Mr. T. B. Goopa tt, as follows : 

(i.) Actinomycosis of the jaw of an ox. 

(ii.) A case of what appeared to be osteo-porosis in 
the jaw of a cow. 

(iii.) A foal’s head with the posterior nares blocked 
by a reflection of the mucous membrane. _ Inter- 
esting as shewing that a horse can, on emergency, 
breathe through the mouth; the animal in ques- 
tion having done so for some hours, the obstruction 
being found unexpectedly after death. 

(iv.) Specimen of the bones of the foot and pastern of 
a horse, lame for three years, and which was sup- 
posed to have navicular‘disease, but was found to 
have an abnormal growth on the posterior part of 
the pastern, thus shewing a disease very similar to, 
yet not identical with, navicular disease. : 

Mr. Hotiincuam also exhibited a specimen of intes- 

tinal calculus. The horse he had under treatment was 
in pain for 30 hours. There was considerable tympal- 
itis which was relieved by puncture. No sedatives were 
employed as the nature of the case was suspected. The 
patient ultimately passed this calculus, and did well. 
Mr. Hollingham said he exhibited this specimen, because 
he thought it shewed that there were some cases — 
it was not good to rush to sedatives at once, 1n spite S 
the temptation to do so, and that no law could be lai 
down on cases of abdominal pain. ‘ 
A vote of thanks was accorded to both gentlemen, # 
the instance of the CuairMAN, for exhibiting the spe 
mens, and : f the 

Mr. Mart, in seconding, said that, in the case ° 
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ox’s jaw, they weuld probably have ascribed the disease 
simply to a diseased bone, but it had been shewn to be 
of a parasitic nature, and would help them in diagnosing 
such cases in future. 

: ELEcTION OF OFFICERS. 


The CHarRMAN proposed that Mr. Hollingham, who 
had fulfilled the duties of secretary,—not always an un- 
mitigated pleasure—so ably for seven years should be 
their President. 

Mr. Wrage having seconded the proposal, which 
was cordially approved by the meeting. 

Mr. Houtireuam in thanking the meeting for the 
compliment they had paid him, said he always had some 
diffidence in talking about himself; but he must say that 
whilst he had been secretary, he had fuund every member 
of the Association not only willing, but ready with active 
sympathy to aid in carrying out the duties pertaining 
to the office. The duties of secretary were supposed to 
be arduous, but they dwindled down to small dimensions 
when one was in touch with the members. There were, 
however, certain duties which must be done at certain 
times, and on that account, considering the state of his 
health, he was pleased to be relieved of them. He thank- 
ed them for the honour they had done him, and felt cer- 
tain that, with the assistance of old friends and new 
members, he would be able to justify their selection of 
himself for the post of president. 

The CHarrMAN in calling upon the meeting to elect 
a senior vice-president, said they must be careful in 
making their selection, as their new president, Mr. Hol- 
lingham, might be called upon to go abroad on account 
of his health. He thought however, that should that be 
the case they could guarantee that his duties would be 
thoroughly carried out by Mr. James Simpson, whom he 
had much pleasure in nominating as Senior Vice- 
President. 

Mr. Burrorp having secouded, and the Chairman 
ruling that the Senior Vice-President be regarded as 
President elect, on the ground that that had hitherto 
been the custom of the Association, Mr. Simpson’s 
election was confirmed. 

The other three vice-presideuts elected for the year 


were Messrs. Raymond (proposed by Mr. Simpson, | 
seconded by Mr. Goodall), Goodall (proposed by Mr. | 


Hellingham, seconded by Mr. Simpson), and J. W. Bur- 


ford, (proposed by Mr. Wragg, seconded by Mr. Holling- | 


ham. The election of a Secretary was postponed till the 
next meeting. 

_On the proposal of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Mr. Mar- 
tin, Mr. Piesse was re-elected as treasurer. 


Mr. Duck, A.V.D., next read a paper on Strangles, | 


which provoked keen discussion : 


STRANGLES, 
By Francis Duck, M.R.C.V.S., A.V.D. 





Mr. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN : 
As a preliminary it may be of interest to know what 
our predecessors in Veterinary knowledge thought of 


this disease. Their remedies are quaint and inter- 
esting. 


I will commence with a quotation from Mr. M. Gibson, | 


date 1735. Iam sorry that our Library at Woolwich 
contains no older authorities. 


Anno Domini 1735. The Furriers’ New Guide, Eighth 
Edition, by M. Gibson. 


i sm writer says that Strangles “seems not to differ | 
uch from the Quinsey,” but he also states the Sieur de | 


a be leyfell compares it to the Small-Pox, from the fact 
~ young horses are most liable to this distemper, and 
at few horses are troubled with it above once, he 


quotes, “unless the matter of the strangles has been im- 
perfectly cast off, when it generally returns about the 
age of six, ten or twelve.” 

Further on Mr. Gibson remarks “sometimes the 
Strangles are cast off chiefly by the nose, and sometimes 
they break inwardly about the roots of the tongue, and 
when that happens most of the matter issues from the 
nose also.” 





“ Strangles,” from a treatise of Farriery, by John Wood, 
late Groom to the King of Sardinia, and at present Groom 
to the Right Hon. the Earl of Rochford. Date 1757. 

“The Strangles and Vives being disorders sufficiently 
known, | shall be as concise as possible.”’ 

He recommends a diet of bran, veits. or barley, for the 
changing of the food will prevent its pulling the 
stomach. “In cases of costiveness let a clyster be ad- 
ministered between whiles. 

“ He says “I should not advise bleeding, unless the 
fever runs high, and the swelling threatens a suffocation.” 
As soon as the swelling becomes soft to the touch he 
directs it to be opened and dressed with digestive oint- 
ment “in order to promote a favourable digestion of the 
matter forming underneath,and to prevent any hardness 
accruing which might otherwise supervene.”’ 

“ Sometimes this disease is attended with a running 
/at the nose, which, if of any long continuance, may 
bring on the Glanders.” To prevent this he recom- 
mends the following :— 

“Take Oak bark, shavings of hartshorn, and guaicum 
wood, of each half a pound, two handfuls of shephérd’s 
purse, roots of snakeweed and tormentils, of each a quarter 
ofa pound. Boil these ingredients in six quarts of 
lime water, to the consumption of a third part, then 
strain off the remainder. Give a pint morning and 
evening. 

He continues, “ The Vives only differ from Strangle s 
insomuch as they seldom or never arrive at such a 
pitch as to form a suppurative matter, but go off 
gradually by perspiration, and the application of hot 
goose grease or of ointment of marsh mallows, and 
warm clothing. 

In the preface to his hook, Mr. Wood points out “ the 
absurdity and even mischievous consequences of exhibit- 
ing purges, and these frequently very strong, on oc- 
| casions that imply no such necessity.”’ 








| “The complete Farrier and British Sportsman,” by 
| Richard, Lawrence, VN. Date 1816. 

Defines Strangles to be a critical disease by which 
something obnoxious to the constitution is thrown off, 


_and when it goes through its regular course, the general 


health is improved. 

He considers it to be the first disease of the horse, 
| frequently occurring in colts at grass, occasionally with 
a fatal termination. In some cases as a last resource 
| to prevent suffocation, he recommends the operation of 
_Bronchotomy, or cutting out a piece of the windpipe 
| about the size of a shilling, through which aperture the 
horse can breathe with easé and safety. He mentions 
‘that this operation has been frequently performed by 
| Mr. Field of Oxford Street, with the greatest success, 
| but he says nothing of a tracheotomy tube. 
| Treatment: If the colt is strong and full of flesh, he 
deems it advisable to moderate the inflammation by 
taking about two quarts of blood, and by giving a gentle 
purge, as— 





Aloes Barbadoes, 3 drachms. 

Castile Soap, 4 ss 

Ginger 4 - In a ball. 
Externally, he applies warm fomentations, with a de- 
| coction of mash mallows, and bran poultices. 

| At the close of the Strangles, provided the horse be 
| not very weak, he gives the following purge :— 


vs oe 
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| 


Aloes Barbadoes, 4 drachms. | My own opinion is that strangles is a disease “ swi 
Tartar emetic, +» generis,’ quite distinct from scrofula, horse-pox, &c., 
Castile Soap 2 ” and that of itself it cannot terminate in glanders. 

Ginger 1 In a ball. Causation —From the fact of strangles almost entirely 


” 

The author states that French and other foreign 
writers have compared it to the Small Pox in the human. 

And further on he states “ About 20 years ago, (i.e. in 
1796) a farrier at Birmingham introduced the practice of 
inoculating colts with strangles, and it is said, with suc- | 
cess, although the practice does not appear to have ex- 
tended to any other part of the Kingdom.” 

This Farrier was evidently a shrewd observing man, 


affecting young horses, I cannot help thinking it must 
he connected with dentition. Also that animals are 
more susceptible when brought up from grass, and 
stabled ; or after purchase at fairs and brought into 
town stables. There is. a change of diet, a warmer and 
closer atmosphere, and probably the animal is further 
depressed by a railway journey and a slight cold, pro- 
ducing a state of system favourable for the reception of 


and in advance of his time. And this leads to the ques- | the exciting cause. 
tion, was Mr. R. Lawrence, V.S., of 1816, in advance of | Symptoms.—I do not propose going into the symptoms 
the older Farriers previously quoted, of 1735 and 1757 ) | of ordin ary cases, it would only be a waste of time, as 
Anno Domini 1826. “ The Outlines of the Veterinary | you are all well acquainted with them. I look upon those 
—  anaegarens enn be ar | ype kable h _ cases in which the abscesses form in the region of the 
a aan, states :-— f in “ y > aie & wa ow ‘he | parotid glands as serious, from the fact that there is often 
re arm eg ag rnp rye ig Leong gong pc 
their description of it. Mr. Prosser, awhoude he 4. sare | en efmaian’ ‘the head, Lie wheel end 
a treatise professedly on the strangles and fevers of | guinal regions, &c., there is much more constitutional 
horses, in which he introduced some excellent critiques disturbance, the abscesses are sometimes very large, and 
on ee — both er rete where | the drain on the system very severe. Often the patient 
ig yg a a ae 
‘ ; ; ‘protracted, slow, and uncertain, often resulting in 
hooping-cough, measles, small-pox, chicken-pox, ete. ante. The most serious cases of all being ion in 
All which suppositions originated in a want of attention which the mesenteric glands are affected. 
to the animal economy in general, and to the diseasein | Fyrom June 1, 1888, to May 31, 1890, I had veterinary 
particular ; for it bears no more resemblance to either | charge of the Remount Yard at Woolwich. During this 
of these than as it attacks horses about the adult period, time 128 cases were treated, of these two died. Probably 
and as it appears only once. In other respects it may 4 brief account of these two cases may be more illustra- 


be characterised as a catarrhal affection, accompanied 
with a specific phlegmonous inflammation of the cellular | 
substance in and around the parotid and submaxillary | 
glands, tending in most instances to abscess. La Fosse 
divides it into mild or malignant, and false or bastard 
strangles ; but these definitions do not appear to be well 
founded, for though there are cases in which the symptoms 
are milder than others, it does not appear that any 
specific virus is ever left, by which future depositions 
are formed, called ‘vives.’ There is no reason to sup- 
pose the strangles infectious, though it has been said to 
have been given by inoculation.” 

An eruptive febrile disease of a specific infectious 
nature affecting the equine species. 

Definition of strangles: —Marked in ordinary cases by | 
the formation of abscesses in the connective tissue of | 
the gland structures between the jaws. Of its specific | 
infectious nature I will give an instance later on. 

So far as I know the disease is confined to the equine | 
species, and for a long number of years has been known 
as strangles. It principally affects young horses up to 
the time when dentition is complete, and is seen amongst 
colts at grass. It is said that one attack gives immunity 
to an animal, also that after recovery from the disease 
there is a marked increase in functional activity, i.ec., the 
animal puts on flesh and thrives rapidly. 

Veterinary Record of July 26. Dr, Fleming in his | 
concluding remarks on “ Variolous Diseases ”’ states :— 

* Professor Trasbot believes that strangles in\the horse 
is horse-pox. You will find very frequently indeed that 
horses affected with what were supposed to be strangles 
had an eruption about the mouth, and the eruption 
running round the cheeks. I am inclined myself to 
believe that it is a form of horse-pox.”’ 

Again, some writers assert it is catarrhal, others com- 
pare it to scrofula, &.* 








* May I again quote what Blaine says :—‘*‘ All these sup- 
positions originate in a want of attention to the animal 
economy in general and to the disease in particular, for it 
bears no more resemblance to any of these than that it 
attacks horses about the adult period, and appears only 





once, 





tive than discursive talking. 

April 19th, 1890.—Adenitis.—Case went on as usual 
up to 30th inst., two abscesses having been opened in 
sub-maxillary space. 

May 5th.—Hard swelling low down the neck. 

May 6th.—Swelling more diffused, hard, painful, ex- 
tending from ear to ear, filling up the space between the 
jaws, and extending half way down the neck. Very 
severe constitutional symptoms, respiration very 
laboured ; temp. 102°3. 5 p.m.—performed trachevtomy. 

May 7th.— Breathing much easier, tube removed, 
feeding, &c. 

May 8th and 9th.—Pulse 42 ; temp. 101-1; doing well. 

May 10th—Much worn, re-inserted tube-pulse inter- 
mittent; temp. 101. q 

May 11th and 12th.—Not doing well ; unsatisfactory 
Swelling very tense, and extremely painful. 

May 13.—Abscess pointing on near side about five 
inches below the angle of the jaw, opened, giving exit 
to a quantity of most offensive pus mixed with food ; 
temp. 104. The horse was tried with water, which 
poured out in a large stream through the external 
opening. Patient very weak'and exhausted. 

May 14th.—Died at 10 p.m. 

Post-mortem.—There was a large irregularly shaped 
opening in upper part of cesophagus, communicating 
with the abscess cavity. 

N.B.—If I had had resort, at the proper time, to an 
exploring needle, I might have saved this case by giving 
an external exit. The difficulty was to fix a point. 

Aug. 15th, 1889.—Army No. 16,827. ; : 

Strangles.—At first appeared to be an ordinary = 
the abscess matured, was opened, and the mare ong 
well. . 

Sept. 3rd.—Very ill indeed, a little discharge . 
abscess, apparently of a healthy nature; pulse ot 
tempt. 102. Pycemia. No improvement took oy 
pulse rose to 72, 84,90 ; temp. up to 1023 and 104. 

Sept. 16th.—Died at 10 p.m. : ‘ty the 

Post-mortem.—On opening the abdominal ny a 
man cut deeply, giving exit to a large amount 0 ai | 
and when the skin and abdominal muscles were 
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back, then appeared ‘a huge mass of mesenteric abscesses. 

With regard to these cases there is a point I wish to 
bring to your notice. It is generally believed that if the 
abscess or abscesses mature properly that the case will 
terminate favourably. In both these two instances, the 
primary abscesses matured well, and the animals ap- 
parently were doing well for some time. 

Following on the last case I should like to quote 
another. 

Dee. 1st, 1888.—Adenitis.—Serious constitutional dis- 
turbance, not feeding, legs swollen, thickening in sub- 
maxillary space. 

Dec. 10th.—Abscess forming in perineal region, sub- 
maxillary space clear. 

Dec. 14th.—Abscess opened, large quantity of pus, 
great relief to patient. 

Dec. 28th.—A third abscess forming near anus, consti- 


tutional symptoms more severe, legs and joints much | 


swollen, animal can scarcely move the feet off the ground. 

Dec. 30th.—Abscess opened. As before, great relief 
afforded, swellings disappearing, animal commencing to 
feed. 

Jan. 8th.—A fourth abscess opened, discharge profuse 
and healthy, with great relief to constitution. 

Jan. 10th—There were symptoms of colicky pains, 





but not very acute. These continued from 7 a.m. to 11 | 


p.m., when the patient became perfectly quiet, com- 
mencing to feed. 

Jan. 12th.—Noticed a distinct patch of laudable pus 
in one of the droppings, I did not see the fveces voided, 
and it might have dropped from the fourth abscess, but 
at the time we did not think so. 

Jan. 30th.—Another exceedingly large abscess burst in 
the left inguinal region, preceded by the constitutional 
disturbance. By this time the animal had become weak 
and thin, but steady recovery set in, and the patient 
was discharged, cured, on Feb. 18th. 

N.B.—In this case, What was the cause of the colic! 
I am inclined to think a mesenteric abscess, that dis- 
charged itself in a favourable situation. 

In another case, the details of which I will not inflict 
upon you, there were 26 external abscesses about the 
throat, ears, and muzzle, also two that burst inside the 
mouth. 

In connection with above case it happened that four 
horses with strangles were placed in a block of boxes. in 
which the dividing walls were not quite complete; a 
space had been left in the upper part for the better ven- 
tilation. The horse in the third box first displayed un- 
usual symptoms, a large number of abscesses forming 
about the head; soon the horse in the fourth box 
became affected in a similar way, then the horse in the 


| 


| 


check the due formation of abscesses. To use the home- 
ly expression of Richard Lawrence, V.S., date 1816, 
“There is something obnoxious to the system to be 
thrown off.” It is evidently our object not to check but 
to foster the formation of the abscess, to get it over 
quickly and thoroughly, to get as complete resolution as 
possible, because permanently enlarged glands are a 
serious inconvenience. Fomentations and poultices are 
recommended by many. I have a strong objection to 
them for the reason of the difficulty of their being properly 
carried out. Poultices to be of any good must be large 
and well applied, their own weight, pendulous position, 
and the movements of the jaws all tend to displacement. 
To foment the jaws properly is tiring work, and in bad 
poulticing and fomenting there is the danger of a current 
of air acting upon a wet surface producing evaporation, 
thus reducing the temperature. 

To keep the part affected of an equable temperature I 
use a night cap, made out of old grey blanketing, and 
tied close up to the ear on the near side, thus enveloping 
the throat. When the head collar is put on, the throat 
strap keeps this well in position. I have fancied good 


| results in cold or changeable weather. According to the 


case, external applications from ordinary liniment to a 
smart blister are useful. A good loose box is a great 
d2sideratum, one in which there is an outlet at the upper 
part, allowing of a regular flow of air to carry away 
disease germs, and thus ensuring pure breathing atmos- 
phere. Careful and generous dieting, and the keeping up 
of the body warmth by rugs and bandages, are very 


| necessary. 


Some prefer that the abscess be allowed to burst, I 
advocate the knife, you get a clean cut wound, and little 
subsequent blemish. When the pus has been evacuated 
L apply a large pad of wool wadding, and in the keep- 
ing of this pad in position the night-cap is of great use. 
Undue after interference is prejudicial, by this I refer to 
the ramming in of the not-over-clean fingers of grooms, 
etc., to keep the wound open. In an ordinary case very 


little more is required, and the affected part heals steadily 


/ and quickly. 


When the night-cap is not further required it is de- 


_stroyed, never used a second time ; it is very cheap. The 
‘advantages of using a night-cap are, that especially in 


cold and changeable weather it keeps up the temperature 
of the part affected and prevents surface chills ; it also 
facilitates the application of subsequent antiseptic 


| dressings. 


As to the time for opening the abscess we must be 


guided by circumstances. Only a few days ago I saw a 


second box, and lastly the case mentioned above in the | 


first box. All recovered from strangles, but two were 
found to have become roarers. 

In all these four cases there was swelling of the head 
and muzzle, which was studded with abscesses, varying 
i size from a cherry to a large plum, they were left 
alone, and all burst. Professor Trasbot would probably 
have considered them to be cases of horse- pox. I could 
not see any resemblance ; there was scarcely any con- 
stitutional disturbance. 

Prin, regard to these cases the greatest care was taken 
at no contagion was conveyed from one animal to 

ameree by the attendants, the infecting material must 
ave been carried through the open air-spaces between 

the boxes. 

In yet another case a C. mare, in very good condition, 


the primary abscesses matured well, but were followed 


y others, and very lar i i ‘neal 3 
"diate : ge ones, chiefly in the perineal and 
me epee region. The mare became reduced to a skele- 
ro ga. was very slow, and she became a rank 

Treatment : Actin nie Poe 

‘ : * Acting upon the supposition that this is. 

* Specific eruptive disease it would be injudicious to 


case in which alarming symptoms of suffocation ensued 
from an abscess breaking inwardly, these symptoms were 
quickly relieved by opening the abscess externally and 
by the application of local fomentations. I have also 
previously quoted a case in which the animal's life might 
have been saved by an early operation. I consider too 
that time is often saved, therefore gained, by a judicious 
early operation. 


ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICINES, 


The internal (remedies) in this disease | avoid as 
much as possible; by dieting I endeavour to keep the 
bowels acting regularly, and by various changes in the 
food tempt a fickle appetite. I do not advocate a lower- 
ing mash diet, quite the contrary. Very often it hap- 
pens that a day or so before the abscess is ripe for 
opening, the patient is feverish—unot feeding. Do not 
interf:re, have a little patience, keep up the surface 
warmth of the body by rugs and bandages, be careful 
as to the diet, and do not by injudicious remedies alter 
the course of the disease. 

In infantile diseases, good nursing is half the battle. 

Tracheotomy :—There is a difference of opinion as to 
when this operation should be performed. In cases of 
dyspnoea I always fear imperfect aeration of the blood 


P= oe! 
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and increase of febrile symptoms, therefore do not like 
hesitating long about the operation. As much as pos- 
sible antiseptic precautions are observed, cleanliness of 
the animal’s skin, of the knife, hands, &., cutting 
through 3 to 4 rings of the trachea, the tube not to be kept 
in longer than necessary. During the last two years I 
have operated 4 times; in one case the abscess bur:t 
into the cesophagus and the patient died, the other 3 
cases did well, I galloped them after recovery and found 
no untoward symptoms, nothing like ‘ curling’ in of the 
rings or stricture. 

From these cases I am inclined to believe that the 
fear of permanent bad results, such as roaring from 
stricture, is rather exagerated. 

In performing this operation, it often happens that we 
have to work under awkward circumstances. I advo- 
cate cutting through the tracheal rings, as I think you 
can watch the healing process, and obviate any curling 
in of the cartilages. 

Results :—During my time at the Army Remount 
Yard, 128 cases were treated, 2 died. I now wish to 
call your attention to another most serious result, and 
that is Roaring. 

From January Ist, 1889, to December 31st, 1889, a 
complete year, I made careful notes of all cases. Of 63 
cases treated during that year 1 died, 3 became Roarers. 
Of these 3, one was delivered at the yard subject to ex- 
amination, but arrived so ill that he was at once placed 
on the sick list, and on recovery was found to hea 
Roauer, so that I am not prepared to say the animal was 
sound in wind previous to the attack, but I think he 
was. I tested by galloping these horses myself, with 
the object of collecting reliable information. 

There is one point that I have often thought about, do 
Roarers from Strangles ever recover? At the Remount 
Yard, the horses as soon as fit were issued to all parts, 
passing from my observation, and consequently I have 
not been able to satisfy myself. 

I do not see why, after a time, in some cases as the 
animal gets in better coudition, the nerves and muscles 
affected, should not participate in the general improve- 
ment, and the larynx assume its normal state. 

Probably the following statistics about Roaring may 
be of interest. 

Remount Yard, 1889. From Ist Jan., to 3lst Dec. 

Average age of those admitted into hospital—3 years, 
11 months, just under 4 years. 

Average number of days under treatment—29. 

Again with regard to these 8 Roarers, 3 occurred in 
February, 2 in April, 1 in May, 1 in October and 1 in 
September. From this it would appear that the early 
part of the year is the most unfavourable. 

Of 21 cases of chest affection that recovered, 9 termi- 
nated in Roaring. 


Nature of No. which became Proportion per cent- 
Disease. Roarers. age of Roarers. 
Strangles we 3 4°34. 
Catarrhal and 
Laryngeal Affections, 5 2°38. 


Concluding these remarks, gentlemen, I would hazard 
a statement that this disease is of a far more serious na- 
ture than many think. A few cases die, others are per- 
manently depreciated in value from Roaring, whilst in 
all there is waste of condition and loss of working tissue. 

The question also arises. Have we advanced in our 
knowledge and treatment of Strangles, since the Bir- 
mingham Farrier of 1796 advocated inoculation as a pre- 
ventive measure? The study of Bacteriology was then 
never dreamed of. But I think I am right in stating 
that Mr. Raymond has devoted time and attention in 
this line of research, and I trust he will give us the bene- 
fit of his advanced knowledge. [The discussion and 
further transactions are unavoidably held over. ] 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters worth 
i inging under the notice of the profession, and thankful to any 
11 ends who may send us cuttings from local papers, containing 
‘ucts of interest. 





OUR EXAMINERS. 


Dear Mr. Eprror, 

Could anything more’clearly demonstrrte the necessity 
of reform in the method of conducting our examinations 
than the recent R.V.C. exposure? The case being, I 
suppose, sub-judice it is not fair to discuss it further, 
but it has afforded us a brilliant example of the neces- 
sity of dividing examienrs from councilmen, an example 
which could not, for our cause, have 7a. more op- 
portunely, and will have the effect, I hope, of winning 
over many who may be wavering. 

How is it possible for the Council to stultify itself?! 

How can we expect men to sit on their on tribunal ? 

If our examiners presented a report, as they should 
do, to their masters the Council, irregularities at ex- 
aminations could not occur. 

The fate of the dual appointment has, is my humble 
opinion, been absolutely sealed, and Prof. Brown des- 
erves our heartiest thanks for his powerful assistance. 

Yours faiihfully, 
REForM. 





R.C.V.S. STAINED GLASS WINDOWS. 


Sir, 

The annual meeting of the profession is again near at 
hand and I have looked in vain in our periodicals for 
some announcement that the monstrosities now disfigur- 
ing our windows are, or will be removed by that time; 
and not compel me or others to direct attention to the 
same on that occasion. 

To what are we to attribute the apathy of the Council,’ 
Is it that while agreeing with me (as I know most every 
one does) they fear to offend the susceptibilities of the 
donor, whose well-intentioned efforts to shut out sound 
have proved so palpably adverse to the artistic contribu- 
tion of the respective Societies? 1 assume it is so, and 
having inaugurated the crusade am determined without 
fear or favour to any section of the Council to press the 
matter, and trust I shall receive the ‘ open’ support of 
those attending to insist upon some definite action 
being taken, and that without further delay. 

Thanking you in anticipation. Yours faithfully, 

JamEs Rowe. 
65 High St., Marylebone, - 
April 11, 1891. 





COMING ELECTION. 
Sir. 
As “ Rusticus” seems desirous for some one to ask 
him for his vote I shall have great pleasure in doing 8° 
on behalf of the six gentlemen selected by the Veterinary 
Medical Reform Association, and as he seems to fully 
appreciate the importance of the matters now before the 
profession I hope I shall not ask in vain. 
Yours most obediently, A. L. G1BsoN. 


Communications, Books, AND PAPERS RECEIVED a 
Messrs. J. Rowe, J. B. Nisbet, T. F. Macdonald, J. Bla e- 
way. A.L.Gibson, J. M. Christy, “ Reform, 
Ustrup (MS.), “The Montreal Gazette.” 








